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SERMON XLIV.

Christ the Believer's Wifdom, Ri^^hteouf-

mk, Sanftification, and Redemption,

I Cor. i. 30.

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, z^jho of God is

made unto us^ ii'ifdomj righteoufnefs^ fan^ification^ and

redemption,

OF all the verfes in the book of God, this which T have

now read to you, is, I believe, one of the mo(t compre-

hcnfive : What glad tidings does it bring to believers ! what

precious privileges are they herein ir.veiied with ! how are they

|iere led to the fountain of them all, I me.ni, the love, the

evetlafting love of God the Father !
'* 0\ him are ye in

Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us, wifdom, ri -h-

teoufnefs, fan6liiication, and redemption."

"Without referring you to the context, I (liall from the

words,

i^?>y?, Point out to you the fountain, from which all thofe

bleflings flow, that the elecfl of God partake of in Jesus

Christ, *' who of God is made unto us." And,

Secondly^ I fhall confider what thefe bleflings arc, " wifdom,

righteoufnefs, fandtification, and redemption."

FiyJ}^ I would point out to you the fountain from which

all thofe bleflings flow, that the elec^ of God partake of in

Jksus, *' who of God is made unto us," the Father, he it

is who is fpoken of here. Not as though Jesus Christ was

pot God alioi but God the P'athe; is the fountain of the

Dcitv;
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Deity; and, if we confidcr Jesus Christ a61ing as Media-

tor, God the Father is greater than he j there was an eternal

contrail between the Father and the Son : " I have made a

covenant with my chofen, and I have fworn unto David my
fervant ;" now David was a type of Christ, with whom the

Father made a covenant, that if he would obey and fuffer, and

make himfclf a facrifice for fin, he fliould *' fee his feed, he

Ihould prolong his days, and the pleafure of the Lord fhould

profper in his hands." This compa6b our Lord refers to, in

that glorious prayer recorded in the 17th chapter of John

;

and therefore he prays for, or rather demands with a full

afiurancc, all that were given to him by the Father: " Father,

I will that they alfo whom thou haft given me, be with me

where I am.'* For this fame reafon the apoftlc breaks out into

praifes of God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ;

for he loved the ele6l with an everlafting love, or, as our Lord
cxprtfi'c^s it, " before the foundation of the world ;" and there-

fore, to Ihcw them to whom they were beholden for their fal-

vation, our Lord, in the 25th o( Matthew, reprefents him-

felf, faying, " Come, ye bleiFed children of my Father, re-

ceive the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the

world." Aid thus, in reply to the mother of Xchcdee\ chil-

dren, he fays, " It is not mine to give, but it fhall be given

to them, for whom it is prepared, of the Father." The apofllc

therefore, when here fpeaking of the chriftian's privileges, left

they fhould facrifice to their own drag, or think their falvation

was owing to their own faithfulnefs, or improvement of their

own free-will, reminds them to look back on the everlafling

love of God the Fathers '^ who of God is made unto us,

&c."

Would to God, this point of doctrine was confidered more,

and people were more ftudious of the covenant of redemption

between the Father and the Son ! we fhould not then have fo

much difputing againft the doctrine of election, or hear it

condemned (even by good men) as a doctrine of devils. For

my own part, I cannot fee how true humblenefs of mind can

be attained without a knowledge of it ; and though I will not

fay, that every one who denies election is a bad man, yet I

will fay, with that fweet finger, Mr. Trails it is a very bad
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fign : fuch a one, whoever he be, I think cannot truly know
himfelf: for, if we deny eleiRion, we mud, partly at leaft,

glory in ourfclvcs ; but our redemption is fo ordered, that no
flefli fliould glory in the divine prefence ; and hence it is, that

the pride of man oppofes this do6lrine, becaufe according to

this dodrine, and no other, " he that glories, muft glory only

in the Lord." But what fhall I fay? Election is a myftery

that (hines with fuch refplendent brightnefs, that, to make ufe

of the words of one who has drank deeply of elc6i:ing love, it

dazzles the weak eyes even of fome of God's dear children
;

however, though they know it not, all the bleffings they re-

ceive, all the privileges they do or will enjoy, through Jesus
Christ, flow from the everlafting love of God the Father

:

" But of him are you in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto uSj wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan^tification, and redemp-

tion."

Secondly^ I come to (hew what thefe bleifings are, which are

here, through Christ, made over to the eled. And

I. Firji^ Christ is made to them wifdom -^ but wherein does

true wifdom confift ? Was i to aflc fome of you, perhaps you
would fay, in indulging the luft of the flcih, and faying td

your fouls, eat, drink, and be merry; but ihis Is only the

wifdom of brutes; they have as good a guft and rclifh for fen-

fual pleafures, as the greatcft epicure on earth. Others would
tell me, true wifdom confifted in adding houfe to houfe, and

field to field, and calling lands after their own names; but this

cannot be true wifdom; for riches often take to themfelvcs

wings, and fly away, like an eagle tov/ards heaven. Even
wifdom itfelf aflures us, *' that a man's life doth not confill

in the abundance of the things which he pofle/lcs;" vanity,

Vanity, sU thefe things are vanity ; for, if riches leave not the

owner, the owners muft foon leave them ;
'* for rich men muft

alio die, and leaVe their rirhes for others;" their riches cannot

procure them redemption from the grave, whither we are all

haftening apace.

But perhaps you defplfe riches and pleafure, and therefore

^lace wifdom in the knowledge of books: but il is poifible for

you
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you to tell the numbers of the flars, and call them all by the;f

names, and yet be mere fools ; learned men are not always

wife; nay, our common learning, To much cried up, makes,

men only fo many accompliflitd fools; to keep you therefore

no longer in fulpenfe, and withal to humble you, I will fend

you to an heathen to fchool, to learn what true wifdom is :

*' Know thyfelf," was a faying of one of the wife men oi'

Greece-, this is certainly true wiidom, and this is that wifdom

fpoken of in the text, and which Jesus Christ is made to

all ele£t fmners ; they are made to know themfelves, fo as not

to think more highly of themfelves than they ought to think*

Before they were darknefs, now they are light in the Lord j

and in that light they fee their own darknefs ; they now be-

wail themfelves as fallen creatures by nature, dead in trefpafles

and fins, fons and heirs of hell, and children of wrath ; they

row fee that all their righteoufnefTes are but as filthy rags j

that there is no health in their fouls; that they are poor and

niiferable, blind and naked ; and that there is no name given

under heaven, whereby they can be favedj but that of Jesus

Christ. They fee the neceffity of clofmg with a Saviour;

and behold the wifdom of God in appointing him to be a Sa-

viour ; they arc alfo made willing to accept of falvation upon

our Lord's own terms, and to receive him as their all in all :

thus Christ is made to them wifdom.

2. Secondly, Rtghteoufnefs. <* Who of GoD is made unto us^

wi(dom, righteoufnefs ;" Christ's whole perfonal righteouf-

nefs is made over to, and accounted theirs. Being enabled to.

lay hold on Christ by faith, God the Father blots out their

tranfgreffions, as with a thick cloud ; their fms, and their

iniquities he remembers no more ; they are made the righ-

teoufnefs of God in Christ Jesus, " who is the end of the

law for righteoufnefs to every one that believeth." In on^

fenfe, God now fees no fin in them ; the whole covenant of

works is fulfilled in them; they are actually juftified, acquitted^

and looked upon as righteous in the fight of God ; they are

perfectly accepted in the beloved ; they are ccmpleat iii him j

the flaminc fword of God's wrath, which before moved every

way, is now removed, and free accefs given to the tree of liiei*

they are enabled \q reach owt the arm of faith, and pluck, and
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live for evermore. Hence it is that the apoftle, ur«.'-r a fc^nfe

of this blelFed privilege, breaks out into this triumphant lan-
guage ; " It is Christ that jaftifics, who is he that con-
demns?" Does fin condemn? Christ's righteoufnefs delivers

believers from the guilt of it: Christ is their Saviour, atjd is

become a propitiation for their fins : who therefore fliall lay

any thing to the charge of God's eled ? Does the law con«
demn ? By having CyRisT's righteoufnefs imputed to them,
they are dead to the law, as a covenant of works j Christ
has fulfilled it for them, and In their ftead. Does death threaten
them ? they need not fear: the fting of death is fin, the ftrcDgth

of fin is the law; but God has given them the victory, by im-
puting to them the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jesus.

And what a privilege is here! Well might the angels at the
birth of Christ, fay to the humble fhepherds, " Behold I

bring you glad tidings of great joy ;" unto you that believe in

Christ, " a Saviour is born." And well may angels rejoice

at the converfion of poor finners : for the Lord is their

righteoufnefs; they have peace with God, through faith ir^

Christ's blood, and fliall never enter into condemnation. O
believers! (for this difcourfe is intended in a fpecial manner for

you) lift up your heads; " Rejoice in the Lord always; agaia

I fay, rejoice." Christ is made to you of God righteouf-

nefs, what then fliould you fear ? you are made the rio-hteouf-

nefs of God in him
;
you may be called, " The Lord our

righteoufnefs." Of what then (liould you be afraid ? what

{hall feparate you henceforward, from the love of Christ ?

" {hall tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or fami(ie, or

nakednef , or peril, or fword ? No, I am perfuaded^ neither

death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

things prefenf, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor

any other creature, Oiall be able to feparate you from the love

of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord/' who of

God is made unto you righteoufnefs.

This is a glorious privilegp, but this is only the beginning

of .the happinefs of believers : For

3. Tl'irdly, Christ is not only made to them righteoufnefs,

\i\xi f(in^iification\ by fandlifivation. I do not mean a bare hypo-

ciitical
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critical attendance on outward ordinances, though rightly-in-

formed cbriftians will think it their duty and privilege *con-

ftantly to attend on all outward ordinances. Nor do I mean

by fandification, a bare outward reformation, and a few tran-

fient conviiStions, or a little legal forrow ; for all this an un-

landlified man may have; but, by fandification, I mean a total

renovation of the whole man ; by the righteoufnefs of Christ,

believers become legally, by fan^lification they are made fpiri-

luallv, alive ; by one they are entitled to, by the other they are

made meet for, glory. They arc fandified, therefore, through-

out, in fpirit, foul and body.

Their underftandings, which were before dark, now be-

come light in the Lord ; and their wills, before contrary to^

now become one with, the will of Gop : their affections arc

now fet on things above ; their memory is now nlled with di-

vine things 5 their natural confciences are now enlightened 5

their members, which were before inftruments of uncleannefs^

and of iniquity unto iniquity, are now inRruments of righte-

oufnefs and true holinefs ; in fhort, they are new creatures;

*' old things are palled away, all things are become new," in

their hearts; fin has now no longer dominion over them; they

are freed from the power, though not the indwelling and be-

ins:, of it ; they are holy both in heart and life, it\ all manner

of converfation ; they are made partakers of a divine nature ;

and from JesUs Christ, they receive grace for grace ^ and

every grace that is in Christ, is copied and tranfcribed into

their fouls ; they are transformed into his iikencf<; he is formed

within them ; they dwell in him, and he in therh ; they are led

bv the Spirit, and bring forth the fruits thereof; they know

th.at Christ is their Emmanuel^ God with and in them; they

are living temples of the Holy Ghoft. And th^refofe, being

a holy habitation unto the Lord, the vi'hole trinity dwells and

walks in them; even here, they fit together With CniiisT im

heavenly places, and are vitally united to him, their head, by a

living faith ; their Redeeniier, their Maker, is their hufband j

they are flcPn of his flefh, bone of his bone ; the'y talk, they

walk with him, as a man talketh and walkeih with his friend;

in (liorr, they are one with Christ, even as JesUs Christ

and the Father are one,

Thu5
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Thus is Christ made to believers fan^lification. And O

what a privilege is this ! to be changed from besfts into faints,

end from a dcvilifh, to be made partakers of a divine n.uurc
j

to be tranflaied from the kingdom of Satan, into the kingdom
of God's dear Son ! to put off the old man, which is corrupt,

and to put on the new man, which is created after God, in

righteoufnefs and true holinefs. O what an unfpeakable blcff-

ing is this ! I almoft iiand amazed at the contemplation there-

of. Well might the apoftle exhort believers to rejoice in the

Lord; indeed they have reafon always to rejoice, yea, to re-

joice on a dying bed ; for the kingdom of God is in them ;

they are changed from glory to glory, eVen by the Spirit of

the Lord : well may this be a myftery to the natural, for it

is a myftery even to the fpiritual man himfelf, a myftery which

he cannot fathom. Does it not often dazzle your eyes, O ye

children of God, to look at your own brightnefs, when the

candle of the Lord (bines out, and your Redeemer lifts up the

light of his blefted countenance upon your fouls ? Are not you

aftonifhed, when you feel the love of God fhed abroad in vour

hearts, by the Holy Ghoft, and GoD holds out the golden

fceptre of his mercy, and bids you afk what you will, and*it

fliall be given you ? Does no( that peace of God, which keeps

and rules your hearts, furpafs the utmoft limits of your under-

ftandings ? and is not the joy you feel unfpeakable? is it not

full of glory ? I am perfuaded it is > and in your fecret com-
munion, when the Lord's love flows in upon your fouls, you

are as it were fvvallowed up in, or, to ufe the apoftle*s phrafe^

" filled with all the fulnefs of God.** Are not you ready to

Cry out with Solomon, " And will the Lord, indeed, dwell

thus with men !" How is it that we fbould be thus thy fons

»nd daughters, O Lord God Almighty?

If you are children of God, and know what it is fo have

fellowftiip with the Father and the Son; if you walk by faith,

and hot by fight; 1 am afl'ured this is frequently the language

of your hearts.

But look forward, and fee an unbounded profpe^t of eternal

happinefs lying before thee, O believer I what thou haft already

received, are only the firft-fruits, like the clufter of grapes

Vol. VI. N brought

5^
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brought out of the land of Canaan ; only an earnefl and pledge

of yet infinitely better things to come: the harveft is to follow;

thy grace is hereafter to be fvvallowed up in glory. Thy great

J.oJhu^^ and merciful high Prieft, fhall adminifter an abundant

entrance to thee into the land of promife, that reft which awaits-

ihe children of God : For Christ is not only made to believ-

ers, wifdom, righteoufne^^5 and fan<5lification5 but alfo redernp"

iion.

But, before we enter upon the expranation and contempla-

tian of this privilege,

/'V;j/?, Learn hence the great miftake of thofe writers, and

clergy, who, noiwithllanding they talk of fandlification and

inward holinefs (as i?ideed fometimes they do, though in a very

looie and fuperlicial manner) yet they generally make it the

r.VA</, ,. v/hercas they lliouid confider it as the ejjed^ of our jufti-

iicairion. " Of him are ye in Christ Jesus, vvhaof God
is made unto us, wifdom, righteoufnefsr, ^and then) fanclifica-

tion.'* For Christ's nghteoufncfs, or that which Christ
has done in our ftead without us, is the fole caufe of our ac-

iieptance in the fight of God, and of all holinefs wrought ia

us : to this, and not to the light within, or any thing wrought
within, (hould poor linners feek for j unification in the fight of

God : for the fake of Christ's righteoufnefs alone, and aot

any thing wrought in us, does God look favourably upon us \

our fanclificadon at beft, in this life, is not compleat : though
we are delivered from the power, we are not freed from the

in-being of fin ; but not only the dominion, but the in-beinp-

of fm, is forbidden by the perfed law of God : for it is not

faid, thou fnalt not give way to luft, but, " thou fhalt not

luft/' So that whilll: the principle of luft remains in the leaft

degree in our hearts, though we are otherwife never fo holy,

yet we cannot, on account of that, hope for acceptance with
God. We muft firft, therefore, look for a righteoufnefs with-

out us, even the righteoufnefs of our Lord Jesus Christ :

ior this reafon the apoftle mentions it, and puts it before fanc-

tification in the words of the text. And whofoever teacheth

any other dodrinc, doth not preach the uutli as it is in

Jesus.

Buondlyy
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SeCQJtdly^ From hence alfo, the Ahtinomiaris and formal hy-

pocrites may be confuted, who talk of Christ without, but

know nothing, experimentallyj of a v/ork of fan£lification

wrought within them. \Vhatever ihcy may pretend to, fince

Christ is not in them, the LorI) is not their righteoufnefs,

and they have no well-grounded hope of glory : for though

fan6lification is not the caufe, yet it is the effect of our ac-

ceptance with God ;
'' Who of God is made unto us righ-

teoufnefs and fandification." He therefore, that is really in

Christ, is a new creature; it is not going back to a covenant

of works^ to look into our hearts, and, feeing that they are

changed and renewed, from thence form a comfortable and

well-grounded aflurance of the fafety of our ftates : no, but

this is what we are diredled to in fcripture ; by our bringing

forth the fruits, we are to judge whether or no we ever did

truly partake of the Spirit of God. *' We know, (fays John)

that we are pafled from death unto life, becaufe we love the

brethren." And however we may talk of Christ's righte-

oufnefs, and exclaim againft legal preachers ; yet, if we are

iiot holy in heart and life, if we are not faft£\ified and renewed

by the Spirit in our minds, we are felf-deceivers, we are only

formal hypocrites: for we muft not put afunder what God has

joined together 5 we muft keep the medium between the two

extremes ; not infift fo much on the one hand upon Christ
without, as to exclude Christ w'thin, as an evidence of our

being his, and as a preparation for future happinefs 5 nor, on

the other hand, fo depend on inherent righ.teoufnefs or holi-

nefs wrought in us, as to exclude the righteoufnefs of Jesus

Christ without us. But

4. Fourthly. Let us now go on, and take a view of the other

link, or rather the end, of the believer's golden chain of privi-

leges, redemption. But we muft look very high; for the top of

it, like Jacob's ladder, reaches heaven, where all believers will

afcend, and be placed at the right-hand of God. " Who of

God is made unto us, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan£^ification5

and redemption.''*

This is a golden chain indeed! and, what is beft of all, not

one link can ever be broken afunder from another. Was there

N 2 no



no other text In the book of God, this fingle one fufficlentl/

proves the finial pcrfcverance of true believers : for never did

God yetjuftify a man, whom he did not fanctify; nor fancSlify

one, whom he did not compleatly redeem and glorify; no;

as for God, his way, his work, is pcrfecSl ; he always carried

on and finiflicd the work he begijn ; thus it was in the firfl:^

fo it is in the new creation ; when God fays, *' Let there be

light," there is li^ht, that (hines more and more unto the per-

fect dav, when believers enter into their eternal reft, as GoD
entered into his. Thofe whom God has juftified, he has in

cffefl glorified : for as a man's worthincfs was not the caufe

of God's giving him Christ's rightcoufnefs, fo neither fhall

his unworthinels be a caufe of his taking it away; God's gifts

and callir.gs are without repentance; and I cannot think, they

are clear in the notign of Christ's righteoufnefs, who deny

the final perfcverance of the faints ; I fear, they underftand

juftification in that low fcnfc, which 1 underftood it in a few

years ago, as implying no more than remiffion of fins : but it

not only fignifies remiflion of fins paft, but alfo difcederal right

to all good things to come. If God has given us his only

Son, how fhall he not with him freely give us all things?

Therefore, the apoftle, after he fays, '' Who of*GoD is made

unto us righteoufnefs,'* does not fay, perhaps he may be made

to us fandtincation and redemption ; but, " he is made :" for

there is an eternal, indifibluble connection between thefehlefled

privileges. As the obedience of Christ is imputed to believ-

ers, fo his perfeverance in that obedience is to be imputed to

them alfo : and it argues great ignorance of the covenant of

grace and redemption, to objc£t againfl it.

By the word rcdnnptlon, we are to underfland, not only a

compleat deliverance from all evil, but alfo a full enjoyment of

all good both in body and foul : 1 fay, both in body and foul;

for the Lord is alfo for the body ; the bodies of the faints in

this life are temples of the Holy Ghoft ; God makes a cove-

nant with the duft of believers; after death, though worms
tleftroy them, yet, even in their flefh (hall they fee God. I

fear, indeed, there are fome Sadducees in our days, or at leaft

lieretic?, who fay, either, that there is no refurredion of the

body, or that the refurrf<itian is paft already, namely, in our

regeneration :
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regeneration: Hence it is, that our Lord's coming in the

\

flelh, at the day of judgment, is denied ; and confcqucntly,

we muft throw afide the facrament of the Lord's fupper. For

why Hiould we remember the Lord's death until he comes to

judgment, when he is already come to judgi' our hearts, and

will not come a fecond time ? but all this is only the icafon-

l
ing of unlearned, unftable men, who certainly know not what

I
they fay, nor whereof they affirm, That wc muft follow our

Lord in the regeneration, be partakers of a new b r.h, and

that Christ muft come into our heart?, we freely confefs

;

and we hope, when fpcaking of thefe things, we fpeak n<.>

more than what we know and feel : but then it is plain, that

Jesus Christ will come, hereafter, to judgment, and that

he afcended into heaven with the body which he had here on

earth
J

for fays he, after his refurredion, " Handle me, and

fee ; a fpirit has not flefti and bones, as you fee me have."

And it is plain, that Christ's refurredion was an earneft

of ours: for fays the apoftle, " Christ is rifen from the dead,

and become the firft-fruits of them that fleep i" and as in Jc/nm

all die, and are fubje6t to mortality ; fo all that are in Christ,

the fecond Adam^ who reprefented believers as their fcederal

head, fhall certainly be made alive, or rife again witii their

bodies at the laft day.

Here then, O believers ! is one, though the lovveft, degree

of that redemption which you are to be partakers of hereafter;

I mean, the redemption of your bodies : for this corruptible

muft put on incorruption, this mortal muft put on immortality.

Your bodies, as well as fouls, were given to Jesus Christ

by the Father; they have been companions in watching, and

fafting, and praying : your bodies therefore, as well as fouls,

fhall Jesus Christ raife up at the laft day. Fear not, there-

fore, O believers, to look into the grave; for to you it is no

other than a confecrated dormitory, where your bodies ftiall

fleep quietly until the morning of the rcfurre6lion ; when the

voice of the archangel fliall found, and the trump of God
give the general alarm, " Arife yc dead, and come to judge-

ment ;" earth, air, fire, water, ftiall give up your fcattered

atoms, and both in body and foul (liall you be ever with the'*

Lord. I doubt not, but many of" you aie groaning under

N 3
crazy
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crazy bodies, and complain often that the mortal body weighs
j

down the immortal foul ; at lead this is my cafe ; but let us

have a little patience, and we fhall be delivered from our earthly

prifons ; ere long, thefe tabernacles of clay fhall be difTolved,

and we {lull be clothed with our houfe which is from heaven

;

hereafter, our bodies fliall be fpiritualized, and fi-iall be fo far

from hindering our fouls through weaknefs, that they fhall be-

come ftrong; fo ftrong, as to bear up under an exceeding and

eternal weight of glory ; others again may have deformed bo-

dies, emaciated alfo with ficknefs, and worn out with labour

and age ; but wait a little, until your blefled change by death

comes ; then your bodies (hall be renewed and made glorious,

like unto Christ's glorious body : of which we may form

fome faint idea, from the account given us of our Lord's

transfio-uration on the mount, when it is faid, " His raiment

became bright and glidering, and his face brighter than the

fun." Well then may a believer break out in the apoPcle's

triumphant language, " O death, where is thy fling ! O
grave, where is thy vidlory !"

But what is the redemption of the body, in comparifon of

the redemption of the better part, our fouls? I muft, therefore,

fay to you believers, as the angel faid to Johny " Come up

higher,'* and let us take as clear a view as we can, at fuch a

diflance, of the redemption Christ has purchafed for, and

will fhortly put you in acSlual poiTeirion of. Already you are

juflified, already you are fanclified, and thereby freed from the

guilt and dominion of fin : bur, as I have obfervcd, the being

and indwelling of fin yet remains in you ; GoD fees it proper

to leave fome Amalekltes in the land, to keep his Jfrael in ac-

tion. The moft pcrfe61: chriftian, I am perfuaded, muft agree,

according to one of our articles, " That the corruption of na-

'* ture remains even in the regenerate; that the flefh lufteth

" always againft the fpirit, and the fpirit againfi the fiefh."

So that believers cannot do things for God with that perfec-

tion they defire j this grieves their righteous fouls day by day,

and, with the holy apoflle, makes them cry out, *' Who fliall

deliver us from the body of this death 1" I thank GoD, our

IvORD Jesus Christ will, but not compleatly before the day

of our diiTolutionj then will the very being of fm be dcflroyed,

and
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and an eternal flop put to inbred, indwelling corruption. And
is not this a great redemption ? I am fure believers cflcem it

fo: for there is nothing grieves the heart of a child oi God (o

inuch, as the remains of indwelling fin. Again, believers arc

often in heavinefs through manifold temptations 5 God fees

that it is needful and good for them fo to be; and though they

may be highly favoured, and wrapt up in communion with

God, even to the third heavens
;

yet a meflenger of Satan is

often fent to bufFet them, left they fnould be puffed up with

the abundance of revelations. But be not weary, be not faint

in your minds : the time of your compleat redemption draweth

nigh. In heaven the wicked one fhall ceafe from troubling

you, and your weary fouls (hall enjoy an everlafting reft; his

fiery darts cannot reach thofe bliOful regions: Satan will never

come any more to appear with, difturb, or accufe the fons of

God, when once the Lord Jesus Christ (huts the door.

Your righteous fouls are now grieved, day by day, at the un-

godly converfation of the wicked; tares now grow up among

the wheat; wolves come in (heeps clothing: but the redemp-

tion fpoken of in the text, will free your fouls from all anxiety

on thefe accounts ; hereafter you fliall enjoy a perfe£^ commu-
nion of faints; nothing that is unholy or unfan6lified fhall enter

jnto the Holy of holies, v/hich is prepared for you above : this,

and all manner of evil whatfoever, you ihall be delivered from,

when your redemption is hereafter made compleat in heaven ;

not only fo, but you fhall enter into the full enjoyment of all

good. It is true, all faints will not have the fame degree of

happinefs, but all will be as happy as their hea.ns can defire.

Believers, you {hall judge the evil, and familiarly converfe with

good, angels ; you fliail fit down with Abraham, Ifaac^ Jacoly

and all the fpirits of juft men made perfe<St ; and, to fum up

all your happinefs in one word, you ftiall fee God the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghoft ; and, by feeing God, be more and

more like unto him, and pafs-from gWy to glory, even to all

eternity.

But I muft flop : the glories of the upper world croud in

fo faft upon my foul, that 1 am loft in the contemplation of

them. Brethren, the redemption fpoken of is unutterable; we

cannot here find ic out; eye harh not fccn, nor tar heard, nor

N 4 haj
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has it entered into the hearts of the moft holy men living, to

conceive how great it is. Was I to entertain you whole ages

with an account of it, when you come to heaven, you muft

fay, with the Qaceo of Sheba^ '^ Not half, no, not one thou-

fandth part was told us." All we can do here, is to go upon

mount Pifgjh^ and by the eye of faith, take a diftant view of

the promiitd land : We may fee it, as Abraham did Christ,

afar ofT, and rejoice in it ; but here we only know in part.

BleOed be GoD, there is a time coming, when we {hall know
God, even as we are known, and God be all in all. Lord
Jesus, accomplifh the number of thine eledl ! Lord jEsys,

haflen thy kingdom 1

And now, where are the fcoffers of thefe lad days, who
count the lives of chriftians to be madnefs, and their end to

be without honour ? Unhappy men ! you know not what

you do. Were your eyes open, and had you fenfes todifcern

fpiritual things, you would not fpeak all manner of evil againft

the children of God, but you would eftcem them as the ex-

cellciu ones of the earth, and envy their happinefs : your

fouls would hunger and thirft after it : you alfo would become

focis for Christ's fake. You boaft of wifdom ; fo did the

philofophers of Corinth : but your wifdom is the fooliflinefs of

folly iii the fight of God. What will your wifdom avail you,

if it does not make you wife unto falvation \ Can you, with

all your v./ifdom, propofe a more confiftcnt fchcme to build

your h(>pes of falvation on, than what has been now laid be-

fore you ? Can you, with all the ftrength of natural rcafon,

find out a better way of acceptance with God, than by the

righteoufnefs of the Lord Jesus Christ ? Is it right to

think your own works can in any meafure deferve or procure

it ? If not, Why will you not believe in him ? Why will

you not fubmit to his righteoufiiefs ? Can you deny that you

are fallen creatures ? Do not you find that you are full of

cJifordcrs, and that thefe diforders make you unhappy ? Do
not you find that you cannot change your own hearts ? Have

you not refolved many and many a time, and have not your

corruptions yet dominion over you ? Are you not bond-flaves

to your lufts, and led captive by the devil at his will ? Why
then will you not come to Christ for fan<Siification I Do

3 y^"*

f
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you not defire to die the death of the righteous, nnd that your

future ftate may be like theirs ? I am perfuaded you cannot

bear the thoughts of being annihilated, much lefs of being

miferable for ever. Whatever you may pretend, if you fpealc

truth, you muft confefs, that confcience breaks in upon you

in your more fober intervals whether you will or not, and

even conftrains you to believe, that hell is no painted fire.

And why then will you not come to Christ ? He alone can

procure you everlafting redemption. Haftc, hafte away to

him, poor beguiled finners. You lack wifdom ; afk it of

Christ. Who knows but he may give it you ? He is able :

for he is the wifdom of the Father ; he is that wifdom which

was from everlafting. You have no rigbteoufnefs ; away,

therefore, to Christ :
'' He is the end of the law for righte-

cufnefs to every one that believeth.'* You are unholy j flee

to the Lord Jesus : He is full of grace and truth ; and of

his fulnefs all may receive that believe in him. You are

afraid to die ; let this drive you to Christ : He has the keys

of death and hell j in him is plenteous redemption ; he alone

can open the door which leads to eveilafting life. Let not,

therefore, the deceived reafoner boaft any longer of his pre-

tended reafon. Whatever you may think, it is the moft un-

reafonable thing in the world, not to believe on Jesus

Christ, whom God hath fent. Why, why will you die?

why will you not come unto him, that you may have life r

** Ho! every one that thirfteth,come unto the water? of life and

drink freely : come, buy without money and without price."

Were thefe blefied privileges in the text to be purchaftd with

money, you might fay, We are poor, and cannot buy : or,

were they to be conferred only on finners of fuch a rank or

degree, then you might fay. How can fuch finners as we ex-

pe6l to be fo highly favoured ? But they are to be freely given

of God to the worrt of finners. " To us," fays the Apoftle

;

to me a perfecutor, to you Corinthians, who were " unclean,

drunkards, covetous perfons, idolaters.'* Therefore, each

poor finner may fay then. Why not unto me ? Has Christ
but one blefiing ? What if he has blefled millions already, by

turning them away from their iniquities
;
yet, he fiill continues

the fame : he lives for ever to make intcrcefiion, and therefore

Vy-ill blefs you, even you a]fo. Though, E/^m like, you have

been
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been prophane, and hitherto defpifed your heavenly Father's

birth-right; even now, if you believe, " Christ will be

made to you of God, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fan<Slification,

and redemption.'*

But T mufl: turn again to believers, for whofe inftruaion,

as I obferved before, this difcourfe vj2ls particularly intended.

You fee, brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, what

great bleflings are treafured up for you in Jesus Christ your

head, and what you are entiiled to by believing on his name.

Take heed, therefore, that ye walk worthy of the vocation

wherewith ye are called. Think often how highly you are

favoured ; and remember, you have not chofen Christ, but

Christ hath chofen you. Put on (as the elea of God)
humblenefs of mind, and glory, but let it be only in the

Lord : for you have nothing but what you have received of

God. By nature ye were as foolifli, as legal, as unholy, and

in as damnable a condition as others. Be pitiful, therefore,

be courteous ; and, as fanclification is a progrellive work, be-

ware of thinking you have already attained. Let him that is

holy, be hcly ftill ; knowing, that he who is moft pure in

heart, fliall hereafter enjoy the cleared vifion of God. Let

indwelling fin be your daily burden ; and net only bewail and

lament, but fee that you fubdue it daily by the power of di-

vine grace ; and look up to Jesus continually to be the

finiPaer, as well as author of your faith. Build not on your

own faith^ulnef^, but on God's unchangeablenefs. Take
heed of thinking you Hand by the power of your own free-

will. The everlailing love of God the Father, mufl: be your

only hope and confolation : let this fupport you under all

trials. Remember that God's sifts and callino-s are without

repentance ; that Christ having once loved you, will love

you to the end. Let this conftrain you to obedience, and

make you long and look for that blefled time, when he ihall

not only be your wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fan6lific.ation,

but alfo compleat and everlailing redemption.

Glory be to God in the highcfl: I
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